Selecting a Program

Goal Setting

Students who expect to be successful at the college should
make every effortin the rst semester to clarify both their short-
and long-term educational goals. When these goals are clear,
students are better able to make intelligent choices among the
wide variety of college programs available and to make ef cient,
productive use of time in college.

Among the many services on campus to help students do this
are the following: individualized advisement; interest assess-
ments; a career decision-making course (STU 1050); ARTSYS,
a database including all academic programs of the University
of Maryland system colleges and universities, with transfer
equivalencies of community college courses and programs; de-
partmental program orientations; and reference materials. The
faculty can offer both academic and career expertise.

Each new student should make an appointment with an aca-
demic advisor to discuss and select a program of study. Students
who wish to change their program of study at any time during
their enrollment must speak with an academic advisor to make
the appropriate adjustments. All previous credits are reevaluated
at this time.

Students are responsible for seeking out the kind of informa-
tion that will help them make their most important decision at
the college program selection. The PROGRAMS OF STUDY
section of this catalog contains a complete listing of academic
programs offered at the College of Southern Maryland. Addi-
tional programs may have been developed since the printing of
this catalog. Students should refer to the CSM web site for the
most current information on new and existing programs.

Planning to Enter a Career

Students who are planning to enter a career immediately upon
completing a degree or certi cate program should take advantage
of the services offered by the Advisement and Career Services
Department. Goal setting, interest assessments, and career
development workshops are available to help students clarify
their career objectives and develop job search strategies. Op-
portunities for combining work and formal study are available
through a cooperative education program. Career programs offer
students the opportunity to prepare for entry into an occupation
or to upgrade their job skills in their current positions.

Planning to Transfer

Students who are planning to transfer to another college
or university should select their programs at the College of
Southern Maryland early in order to make efficient and
effective use of their coursework. Acceptance of transfer courses
is the decision of the receiving institution.

The general education core courses should be completed

rst. Students then need to match their program requirements

at the college with the requirements of the major they intend to
pursue at the upper level, bearing in mind that most colleges
and universities require a GPA of 2.0-2.5 to transfer, depend-
ing on the program of study. Visit the CSM transfer web page
(www.csmd.edu/TransferServices/) for additional information
on transfer preparation.

Career and Transfer Resource Services

Transfer research materials and other online resources are
available at each campus to assist students as they prepare to
transition to a four-year college or university. The Career and
Transfer Resource Center, located on the La Plata Campus,
and the student services of ces at the Leonardtown and Prince
Frederick campuses have a selection of college catalogs, admis-
sions applications, scholarship information, and curriculum and
college guides. Information on special events and services such
as transfer orientations and workshops is also available.

ARTSYS

A computerized database (http://artweb.usmd.edu), developed
and maintained by the University System of Maryland, is avail-
able to inform students in Maryland community colleges about
the transferability of each community college course. The system
allows students to determine if courses are transferable and in-
dicates the four-year institution s equivalent course number. It
also indicates the general education area(s), at both the sending
and receiving institution, applicable to the course. The system
is presently in use at all Maryland public institutions and many
independent colleges and universities.

Maryland Transfer Web Page

Additional resources for students transferring in Maryland
are available online by accessing the Maryland Transport web
page (http://mdtransfer.usmd.edu). The web page provides cur-
rent news, updates, and links of interest for the transfer student.
The Maryland Transport link suggests the following steps to a
successful transfer:

1. Visit your community college advisor or transfer coordinator
in order to discuss your intentions to transfer and to obtain
advisement.

2.Request information from four-year institutions that inter-
est you. A great way to discover educational opportunities is
to attend the transfer advising days held at your community
college.

3.Find out about transfer requirements and deadlines for the
institutions to which you intend to apply.

4. Visit the campus(es). While you are there, arrange to meet
with either an admissions representative or a department advisor
to discuss your chosen major of study.

5. Obtain an application form, or apply online.

6. Complete and send the application(s) for admission.

7. Arrange to send transcripts from your current college and all
previously attended institutions to the institution(s) to which you

are applying.
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8. Complete and send all required nancial aid/scholarship
information by the prescribed deadlines to the institutions to
which you are applying.

Advisors will help students access and assess the data they
need to transfer both within the state system and elsewhere. Stu-
dents who take advantage of these services generally experience
less loss of credits in transfer.

Bachelor’s Degrees
In Southern Maryland

CSM has developed a number of partnerships in order to
encourage other colleges and universities to provide bachelor s
degree programs in Southern Maryland.

At the end of appropriate programs of study, information is
included regarding the articulated partnerships with four-year
institutions (look for LOCAL TRANSFER OPTIONS in the
Programs of Study section) that allow students to complete their
bachelor s degrees in Southern Maryland.

University of Baltimore

A partnership between CSM and University of Baltimore
allows a student to take courses for his/her associate s degree
at any CSM campus and to complete a bachelor s and master s
degree in business administration by combining classes at the
Leonardtown Campus with online course work. Programs in
accounting, business administration, and management devel-
opment transfer into the University of Baltimore s business
program.

Bowie State University

A partnership with Bowie State University offers bachelor s
degrees in early childhood education and elementry education in
Southern Maryland. Students are encouraged to speak to an advisor
early in their program of study about these transfer options.

Capitol College

A consortial agreement between CSM and Capitol College
offers students the opportunity to complete most of three en-
gineering degrees in Southern Maryland the electrical engi-
neering degree (B.S.E.E.), the astronautical engineering degree
(B.S.A.E.), and the computer engineering degree (B.S.C. E.).

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

A partnership with Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity offers a bachelor s degree in Technical Management
to students completing Business Administration: Technical
Management.
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University of Maryland College Park

CSM students can now be a part of the Maryland Transfer
Advantage Program (MTAP) that guarantees University of
Maryland admission to qualifying students who complete the
program requirements. Students may begin studies at the Col-
lege of Southern Maryland (CSM) and transition to University
of Maryland programs in College Park or at Shady Grove. This
innovative program not only eases the transfer process, but also
makes it possible for students to begin taking classes at Uni-
versity of Maryland College Park at tuition discount while still
attending CSM.

University of Maryland University College

The alliance program with University of Maryland Univer-
sity College offers students dual admission and enrollment,
creating a seamless transition from an associate s to a bachelor s
degree. Students can be admitted to and registered for classes
at CSM and UMUC simultaneously. Associate degree programs
which transfer seamlessly to UMUC are: Accounting; Business
Administration; Computer Programming; Computer Science;
Criminal Justice; Environmental Technology; General Studies
- Communication, Journalism, and Speech Communication;
Information Services Technology; Management Development;
and Paralegal Studies. Students can earn their bachelor s degrees
from University of Maryland University College locally at the
Waldorf Center for Higher Education and online.

College of Notre Dame

A partnership with the College of Notre Dame offers a bach-
elor s degree in Elementary Education at the Prince Frederick
Campus of the College of Southern Maryland.

St. Mary’s College of Maryland

A partnership with St. Mary s College of Maryland allows
students to transfer from CSM with an associate s degree in
computer science to receive a bachelor s degree from St. Mary s
College of Maryland in computer science.

Towson University
A partnership with Towson University offers a bachelor s
degree locally in elementary education.

Villa Julie

A partnership with Villa Julie offers a bachelor s degree
(B.S.N.) to students completing the Associate Degree Nursing
Program at CSM.



Flexible
Learning Options

Distance learning and alternative and accelerated sessions
make college more accessible to all students. Distance learn-
ing courses give students more options and more exibility in
selecting and scheduling classes and achieving goals. Alterna-
tive and accelerated sessions allow students to take classes
on evenings, weekends, or in more exible formats. Distance
learning classes bring the best features of campus-based
classes to a student s home or workplace. Regular due dates
for assignments, learning modules, and start and end dates
that correspond with a semester pattern all add up to create
a classroom that s available without having to ght traf ¢ or
personal scheduling con icts. For more information about
distance learning offerings and answers to frequently asked
questions, visit the college s web site at www.csmd.edu/
Distancelearning.

Please note: A listing of CSM programs available online can be
found in Appendix XI.

Distance Learning Options

Web-Based Courses

Web-based courses are designed to bring campus-based classes
to students computers. The instructor provides information
posted on a course web site that guides the student through
course content, prompts discussions, and helps students keep
pace with assignments. Due dates for assignments, a logical
learning pattern, and start/end dates that correspond with a se-
mester create a classroom that is available at a convenient time
and place. Students may be required to take proctored exams or
on-campus assessments at a testing center.

Web-Hybrid (Blended) Courses

Web-hybrid courses blend on-campus instruction with web-
based instruction. Students meet on campus according to the
published schedule of classes and then complete approximately
half of the course instruction and/or activities online. Web-
hybrid courses create exible learning options while allow-
ing students to meet face-to-face with instructors and other
students.

Telecourses

Telecourses are instructor-facilitated courses with course
content delivered through the combination of audiovisual and
print media (television, video, DVD, CD, textbooks and study
guides). Students may be required to take proctored exams or
on-campus assessments at a testing center.

TeleWeb Courses

TeleWeb courses integrate telecourse delivery (TV, videos,
DVDs, or CDs) with dynamic online activities, resources, and
tools. Students view lessons through telecourse delivery and use
the Internet to participate in class discussions and instructional
activities. Students may be required to take proctored exams or
on-campus assessments at a testing center.

Interactive Distance Learning Network (IDLN)

IDLN courses are taught in classrooms equipped with multi-
point audio and video conferencing technology. Some classes
are taught in conjunction with other colleges. Students attend
classes at one of the campuses on a regular schedule, while the
instructor may teach from a different campus.

Maryland Online (MOL)

MOL courses are web-based courses offered by CSM that
are provided by other community colleges. Students pay
tuition to CSM and earn credit for the course from CSM.

Computer-Assisted
Tutorial Courses

Several mathematics courses offer sections where math tutorial
software is used to supplement classroom instruction. Students
in these sections attend one scheduled class per week (versus
two classes in a traditional section) and are required to
supplement the class session with assigned independent study
using the tutorial software. This format gives students direct face-
to-face classroom instruction with the scheduling advantage of
only utilizing one day per week. The tutorial software has
the advantage of allowing lessons to be repeated as many times
asneededona exible schedule determined by the student. Many
of the software lessons are accessible over the Internet.

Independent Study Courses

At the discretion of the department chair, students work co-
operatively with a faculty member to plan and develop a course
to meet their educational goals.
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Ed2Go Continuing Education
Online Courses

CSM offers a wide range of highly interactive continuing
education courses that you can take entirely over the Internet.
All of the courses include expert instructors, many of whom are
nationally known authors. Ed2Go online courses are affordable,
fun, fast, convenient, and geared just for you.

CSM s Ed2Go courses can help you develop a new skill, ad-
vance your career, or expand upon a talent, all from the comfort
and convenience of your home or of ce. To get started, all you
need is Internet access, an e-mail account, and a web browser.
Choose from over 150 courses.

For more information, full course descriptions, or a demo
course, visit www.ed2go.com/csm. Courses begin once a month
during the semester and continue for six weeks.

Alternative and
Accelerated Sessions

The college offers credit and continuing education instruc-
tion throughout the year in a variety of times and formats.
In addition to the traditional fall and spring semesters,
the college offers minisessions, Saturdays-only courses,
Weekend College, self-paced courses, summer sessions, and
cooperative education courses. These alternative and accelerated
sessions and formats make college more accessible to those who
have busy schedules.

Minisessions

These courses are offered in short, seven-week sessions.
Students can take courses during the two minisessions that
are offered as part of the traditional fall and spring 15-week
semester.

Saturdays-Only Courses

The college offers Saturdays-only courses during the tradi-
tional fall and spring semesters at all four campus locations.
These courses allow students to combine the earning of credits
with their busy weekday schedules.

Weekend Classes

The college offers a variety of weekend courses that give
you the option to earn an associate s degree or to supplement
degree and certi cate completion. CSM offers Friday evening,
Saturday, and Sunday courses. One popular format is the three
credits/three weekends format that allows you to attend class
on a Friday evening and Saturday on alternate weekends for a
total of three weekends and three academic credits.
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You are also able to earn an Associate of Arts degree in General
Studies by attending classes offered exclusively on weekends
(Friday evenings, Saturdays, and Sundays) at either the La Plata
Campus or Waldorf Center and by supplementing these courses
with telecourses or web-based courses. Students choosing this
alternative format never have to enroll in weekday courses.

Self-Paced Courses

Self-paced courses are delivered via modules that allow stu-
dents to work at their own pace under the guidance of a faculty
member. Students are required to attend the orientation session,
generally on the La Plata Campus, and may choose to complete
class assignments in a college lab or from home or any other
appropriately equipped site. There is no fixed attendance
schedule. Faculty assistance is available during scheduled hours.
Students may enroll in these courses monthly and are required
to complete them within a de ned time frame.

Summer Sessions

The college offers summer sessions allowing students to
supplement their course work outside of the traditional fall and
spring semesters. The summer sessions provide an excellent
opportunity for students to enhance their credit earnings and to
accelerate degree completion.

Cooperative Education Courses

Cooperative education (co-op) provides an opportunity for
the student to apply academic theory to a professional work
environment in the student s program of study.

Service Learning

Service learning combines service to the community with
student learning in a way that improves both the student and the
community. According to the National and Community Service
Trust Act of 1993, Service Learning 1) Is a method whereby stu-
dents learn and develop through active participation in thought-
fully organized service that is conducted in and meets the needs
of communities 2) Is integrated into and enhances the academic
curriculum of the students, or the education components of the
community service program in which the participants are en-
rolled and 3) provides structured time for students or participants
to re ect on the service experience.

Students participating in service-learning projects will typi-
cally be in a course that requires or offers a service learning as
an option to another project in the course. Before the service
takes place, students must complete a Liability and Release
Form. This form can be found on the Center for Civic Engage-
ment and Service-Learning web site, under Service-Learning
Orientation. New forms must be lled out each semester.
For more information, call 301-934-2251 ext. 7637 or e-mail
sarahm@csmd.edu.



